
TEACHING ABOUT MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

BLACK-JEWISH RELATIONS AND PREJUDICE

WITH PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENTS

Introduction

This unit is designed to assist the scout to improve their skills in the areas of history and English, giving emphasis to the use of primary source documents to encourage active learning and the development of critical thinking skills. The goal of this unit is to have students construct their own meaning and understanding of history and apply this understanding to present social justice issues. While the topic of this unit is Martin Luther King, Jr., Black-Jewish Relations and Prejudice, students should be encouraged to make connections to universal themes, such as social justice, social transformation and reconciliation.

TOPIC

Martin Luther King, Jr., Black-Jewish Relations and Prejudice 

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, students will:

A. Be able to distinguish between primary and secondary sources

B. Be able to place primary documents into an historical, social and political context

C. Have a solid understanding of King's philosophy, as well as the critical events, figures and organizations of the civil rights movement

D. Improve their analytical and critical thinking skills

E. Write a persuasive essay supported by primary source documents.

Martin Luther King Day Scout Program Synopsis

Opening Flag Ceremony
15-20 min

· Form the troops into parallel patrols.

· Present the colors

· Sing G-d Bless America

Invocation
15 min

May the time be not too distant, 0 L-rd, when all your children will understand that they are brothers and sisters, so that, one in spirit and one in fellowship, they may be for ever united before you. Then shall your kingdom be established on earth, and the word of your prophet shall be fulfilled: "The Lord will reign for ever and ever." Amen

From the Jewish Sabbath Service

L-rd, stay with us as we come together; let all the earth keep silence in your presence.

Dear L-rd, bless all those everywhere who contribute to shape the hearts, minds, and bodies of young people. Let us remember what they have taught and apply it daily.

When facing confusion and dishonor, let us be Trustworthy. If we see hypocrisy and faithlessness, let us be Loyal. Where disregard of others and mere selfishness prevail, let us be Helpful. In an atmosphere of ill manner, let us be Courteous. Where the is discrimination and prejudice, let us be Kind. Though lawbreaking and rule-scoffing are common, let us be Obedient. While others grumble and grouch, let us be Cheerful. In an environment blighted by waste and extravagance, let us be Thrifty. When confronted with danger and temptation, let us be Brave. As we see filth and pollution everywhere, let us be Clean. While witnessing immorality and uncertainty, let us remember to be Reverent.

In short, in a world that has for generation after generation lamented the lack of good examples, let us, as Scouts, stand out, grow up, and be the leaders of our society.

Amen

Introduction 
20-30 min.

· Greet the Scouts

· Explain the activities of the day in the spirit of the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

· Encourage the scouts to do their best and that there are not right or wrong answers in many aspects to the days activities

· Remind scouts to be honest with themselves and those around them.

Opinion Tour

45-60 min 

This activity will serve as a trigger for all the other activities throughout the day

Prejudice a Common History
45-60 min

Scouts will examine how prejudice and discrimination has affected different communities and the different responses to the ill treatment.

Lunch Preparation & Meal
90 minutes

Afro-American Views of Jewish Community
45-60 min 

Scouts will explore, act out skits and discuss African American views of Jewish people through excerpts of materials from newspapers, W.E.B. DuBois, Marcus Garvey, Dick Gregory and Dr. King as well as others

References to Blacks in Jewish Teachings 
45-60 min 

Scouts learn of Jewish references to Blacks in Scriptures, Talmud and Jewish folklore

Human Knot Game 
20-30 minutes

The troop members then tries to unravel the "human knot" by unthreading their bodies without letting go of each other people's hands.

Mad Lib's Activity/Game
20-30 Minutes

OPINION TOUR

Please check off your responses and briefly answer the questions below. There are no "right" or “wrong" answers. Be as honest as you can with your responses.

Name of Quote: 


Do you  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agree or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disagree with the statement? 

How does the quote make you feel?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Happy  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sad  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Angry  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Confused

What do you think about the quote? 
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EDITORIAL "GERMANY VS. AMERICA

"The persecution of the Jews in Germany by the Nazi Government is deplorable, stupid, and outrageous. The persecution of colored Americans by Americans is cruel, relentless, and spirit breaking"

Philadelphia Tribune 5 July 1934

"The Hebrews who get it in the neck are entitled to sympathy, but they, themselves, are not basically opposed to the Hitler principle. They, too, believe in hanging together and letting the devil take the hindmost. I f you doubt it, try to get a job as a clerk, in one of those Pennsylvania Avenue department stores...there you will find Hitlerism in its most blatant for exercised by those who are being Hitlerized in Germany."

Afro-American 17 June 1933

"The Nazis and Dixie" compared the Nuremberg Race Laws to the old slave codes. America below the Mason-Dixon Line and Hitler's Germany were mental brothers."

Afro-American 22 Feb 1936


The Sad Plight of the Jews - Can it Happen Here?

It is incumbent upon the black man to lament the situations of the Jew "lest it forbode the day when he, too, will be battered with the shocks of doom."

Norfolk Journal and Guide 21 Jan 1939

"If Hitler were to lecture at white Southern colleges "his race nonsense would f it beautifully."
W.E.B. DuBois in Crisis 40 no. 10 Oct 1933: 221


The Negroe and the Warsaw Ghetto

"On a visit to the demolished Jewish Ghetto in Warsaw he wrote that he had learned that the race problem" cut across lines of color and physique and belief and status and was a matter of cultural patterns, perverted teaching and human hate and prejudice, which reached all sorts of people and caused endless evil to all men."

W.E.B. DuBois , Jewish Life 6 no. 7 (May 52): 14-5

Most of the problems of the Jews of Germany "has been brought on by themselves... The Jews like money. They have always been after money. They want nothing else but money."

Marcus Mosiah Garvey , The Black Man (London) 2 no. 2 (July/Aug 36:3)

Black boy: A Record of Childhood and Youth

I had never seen a Jew before and the proprietor of the corner grocery story was a strange thing in my life... All us black people who lived in the neighborhood hated Jews, not because they exploited us, but because we were taught at home and in Sunday School that Jews were 'Christ killers.' With the Jews thus singled out for us, we made them fair game for ridicule.

We Black children, seven, eight, and nine years of age - used to run to the Jew's store and shout:

Jew, Jew, Jew What do you chew?

Richard Wright, Black boy: A Record of Childhood and Youth (NY: World
Publishers Co. 1950) pp. 53-7

JEW-LAND

Jew-Land, On a Sumer afternoon 

Really, couldn't kill Jews too soon

Now dig, the Jews have stolen all our bread 

Their filthy women tricked our men into bed 

So I won't rest until the Jews are dead

In Jew-Land, Nailing rabbis to a cross 

Really, Don't you think that would be boss
You know the Jews don't really want to fight 

They're gonna say that we're just anti-Semite 

But I don't care because the Jews are shite.

In Jew-Land, Don't be a Tom on Israel's side 

Really, cause that's where Christ was crucified,
We're gonna burn their towns and that ain't all We're gonna piss upon the Wailing Wall

Black Power 1, no. 75 (June 1967) 

Manchild in the Promised Land

"white people is all mean and stingy. If one-a-dem is more stingy than he is mean, he's a Jew, and if he is more mean than he is stingy, that he's a cracker."

Claude Brown, Manchild in the Promised Land (NY: New American Library 1966) pp. 295-337

Reverend Wentworth Arthur Matthew Sermon 1934

We have heard of the atrocities being committed against the Jewish people, our brothers in Germany and we will not remain silent any longer. Through the ministrations of our spiritual elocutions we hope to confront the good people with the situation existing in-Germany today and beseech them to assume an attitude toward the nazi administration that will speak eloquently of our protestations.

We are fighting the barbarism of all kinds on two fronts. One is the Hitler terror and the other is the wave of lynching of coloured folk that has swept the South.

Reverend Wentworth Arthur Matthew (1892-1973)

Hitler and Black Athletes

Each of the German victories - and there were a surprising number of these - made him happy, but he was highly annoyed by the series of triumphs by the marvelous coloured American runner, Jesse Owens. 'People whose antecedents came from the jungle were primitive, Hitler said with a shrug; their physiques were stronger than those of the civilized whites. The represented unfair competition and hence must be expelled from future games.

Albert Speer 1936

Congressman Mitchell Letter

"As a representative of a minority group in America, an underprivileged group which has been subjected to prejudice and mistreatment from time to time, we are interested in the attitude of majority groups throughout the world toward minority groups. At the present time we are greatly disturbed because of the intolerance of certain major groups toward the Jewish people residing in European countries and wish to have our voice heard in the interest of justice and fairplay for all racial groups. We believe that the same spirit of intolerance which is working so tremendously against the safety and sacred rights of the Jewish people, if permitted to go unchallenged, will manifest itself sooner or later against a l l minority groups perhaps in all parts of the world. We request you, the highest representative of our government, to use every reasonable and peaceable means at your command in securing protection for the Jewish people in this hour of sad calamity."

Congressman Arthur Wergs Mitchell
October 12, 1938

Letter to an Anti-Zionist Friend

"... You declare, my friend, that you do not hate the Jews, you are merely 'anti-Zionist.' And I say, let the truth ring forth from the high mountain tops, let it echo through the valleys of God's green earth: When people criticize Zionism, they mean Jews--this is God's own truth.

"Antisemitism, the hatred of the Jewish people, has been and remains a blot on the soul of mankind. In this we are in full agreement. So know also this: anti-Zionist is inherently antisemitic, and ever will be so.

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., "Letter to an Anti-Zionist Friend,"
Saturday Review XLVII (Aug. 1967), p. 76.

First they came for the Communists,

and I did'nt speak up,

because I wasn't a Communist.

Then they came for the Jews,

and I didn't speak up,

because I wasn't a Jew.

Then they came for the Catholics,

and I didn't speak up,

because I was a Protestant.

Then they came for me,

and by that time there was no one

Left to speak up for me.

Rev. Martin Niemoller, 1945

If I am not for myself,

who will be for me?

And If I am only for myself,

what am I?

And if not now, when?

     Rabbi Hillel

WILL YOU DESTROY THE BLOODLINE OF YOUR ANCESTORS LIKE SHE WILL HERS?
[image: image1.png]



KEEP YOUR BLOODLINES PURE!
SAY NO TO RACE MIXING!

A friendly reminder from:

NATIONAL SOCIALIST MOVEMENT
P.O. BOX 580669 - MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55458
(651) 659-6307
www.nsm88.com

ALEXANDER IN THE CITY OF WOMEN

Alexander the great said to the sages: i want to go to the country of africa. They told him: you cannot get there, because the mountains of darkness are in the way. He replied: that will not stop me from going, and i am asking you to tell me how to get there. They said to him: take lybian donkeys that can travel in the dark, and take coils of rope and attach one end of the rope at the place where the darkness begins, so that when you return you can guide yourself by the rope and find your way back [in the dark]. That is what alexander did, and he set out on his expedition.

He came to a place where there were only women. He wanted to make war with them, but they said to him: if you kill us, people will say that he killed women, and if we defeat you they will call you the king who was defeated by women; [either way you will be the loser]. He said to them: please let me have some bread. So they brought him gold bread on a gold table.

32b he said to them: do people here eat gold bread? They replied: [no, they don't. But we offered you gold bread because we thought] you surely did not come here to eat bread. Don't you have bread back home, that you should come here to ask for bread? [we brought you gold bread because we thought that you wanted our gold and silver.]

When alexander left that place he wrote on the gate of the city: I, Alexander of Macedonia, was a fool until I came to the city of women in Africa and received advice from the women.

Babylonian Talmud, Tamid 32a-b
HUMAN KNOT ACTIVITY

1. Have the troop (10-16 individuals) face one another in a tight circle.

2. Each person holds out his right hand and grasps the right hand of someone else, as if they were shaking hands.

3. Next each person extends his left hand and grasps the hand of someone else, so that each person is holding two different hands.

4. This hand-in-hand configuration should come out equal.

5. The group is to try to unwind themselves from their tangled situation so that after much try-this, try-that squirming and contorting, a hand-in-hand circle is formed.

6. The physical hand-to-hand contact that you have with your partner cannot be broken in order to facilitate an unwinding movement. Sweaty palms may pivot on one another, but skin contact may not be lost. As a result of the initial grasping movements, and depending upon the number of participants, two or even three distinct people circles may be torn.

7. These circles are sometimes intertwined like Ballantine rings.

8. If the group has been struggling with a “knot” for longer that your session has time, offer an honorable out called Knot First Aid. Indicate that actual hands and arms knots do sometimes materialize in this jumble of anatomical parts and that it may become necessary to effect a cure by deciding, amongst the group, which grip needs knot first aid; i.e., which pair of hands should be separated and regrip.
Program Evaluation Form

Babe Ruth District

Martin Luther King, Jr. Program

19 January 2004, 2002

How would you rate your overall experience:

1
2
3
4
5

Poor
                           Excellent

What did you find most rewarding? 


What were the most positive aspects of the project? 


What were the least positive aspects of the project? 


How would you change this day of service? 


Name: 

   (Troop ( Pack
____

Thank for your comments. They will help us plan future events.
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